BRITISH CAVING ASSOCIATION
Annual General Meeting – 05 June 2016
OFFICERS’ REPORTS
Item 5: Chairman
It’s been a busy year in BCA, dominated by CRoW, but also with many other areas of
development.
CRoW will be referred to in several other reports within this meeting. However, I
should like to comment from the Chairman’s point of view.
From a personal stand point, I have never been a great fan of free access onto other
people’s land. Obviously the concept from a government point of view is, the more
they can get the population of Britain out into the hills doing healthy exercise, the
better, both for the wellbeing of the community and also saving NHS money. Whether
we like it or not, we are stuck with CRoW - it exists and there’s not really anything we
can do about it.
Starting from the basic principle that CRoW exists to promote good healthy exercise,
then there is no reason why caving should be excluded. In fact there is every indication
that it would have been included when the Act originally came in, if it had not been for
certain vociferous individuals who made their presence felt and consequently the
legislation ignored caving. It was neither included nor excluded, but had it not been for
that minority voice, it would almost certainly have been included in the same way as it
is in Scotland. Bearing all this in mind, it would seem to me that whatever we do, it
will ultimately be shown to apply to caves and we should make the best of it. There is a
very good, logical argument for people who understand caves to be responsible for their
conservation and the access into them.
We should therefore be working hard towards improvements in cave conservation, from
every view point, both for caves that might arguably lose an element of protection that
they get under crow at the moment, but also for all caves generally. There’s clearly a lot
that can be done: intelligent access control which in some cases could include gates;
track marking; a serious amount of training of all cavers at all levels in understanding
and helping with cave conservation. We must remember we are exploring the caves and
looking after them for our successors.
In this respect it is excellent that we have Andrew Hinde as our Conservation Officer,
and he is continuing to do a wonderful job. I thank him for what he is doing and hope
we can all help him into the future. I should also like to thank Tim Allen who, in his
role as CRoW-Liaison Officer, is seeking clarification of the law, working under the
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mandate of the majority of our members who voted that BCA should “campaign for the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act to apply to going underground”.
Moving on from CRoW, the training committee under the guidance of Nigel Ball and
Graham Mollard, has been working hard with a view to streamlining the whole of
BCA’s Training Schemes and introducing some much needed reorganisation between
professional and amateur training.
BCRA has had a number of successful events over the last year. John Gunn has come
in as the new Chairman, and I should like to take this opportunity to thank Dave
Checkley for all his hard work for BCRA over a number of years. Under BCRA, the
scientific publication Cave and Karst Science continues to be published very reliably
and Dave Lowe with John Gunn need thanking most sincerely for keeping up their
enormous amount of hard work - it is greatly appreciated.
On the publications front, Robin Weare has been doing very well with the newsletter,
which has to some extent replaced the BCA magazine Speleology. Descent magazine
has also carried a lot of BCA news and information, and we thank Chris and Judith for
that and anticipate closer cooperation between BCA and Descent into the future.
British expeditions continue to explore new caves all around the world, supported by
the Ghar Pharu Foundation. In that connection, ‘MadPhil’ Rowsell needs thanking, not
only for acting as GPF Secretary, but also bringing in a considerable amount of new
finance.
Another event that has taken up a considerable amount of time over the last year has
been the build up to the Eurospeleo at Dalesbridge this August. Les Williams and his
team continue to put in enormous effort, and currently there are nearly 1,000 registered
participants which should guarantee the success of the event. I personally look forward
to 13th-20th August immensely.
Finally, there are a number of retiring officers at this AGM. Paul Ibberson, who has
been working in conjunction with Robin Weare since last year’s AGM, is standing
down and I understand Robin Weare is willing to be co-opted as Treasurer until this can
be formally ratified at the next AGM. I thank Paul very much for the work he has put in
over the years in office. Dave Judson is retiring as Legal and Insurance Officer and I
thank him for all his efforts, not only in this role but for all the other work he has done
over many, many years for British caving - he is one of the most hard-working British
caving officers there has ever been.
Finally, the Secretary, Damian Weare, will be retiring at this AGM. Damian has been
an excellent Secretary for many years, he will be a very difficult act to follow and
indeed it is hoped that moving forward we will split the Secretary role - bringing in a
clerical assistant to help with some of the BCA administration. I personally am
extremely grateful to Damian, without whose assistance I could not possibly have done
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the job as Chairman. I do hope that he will continue to be available to give me a certain
amount of advice going forward into the future.
Finally, I should like to thank all the other officers in the BCA who I have not
mentioned individually.
I am sure we are going to have a good weekend at Digfest in Priddy with the AGM on
Sunday and thank Faye Litherland and he fellow organisers for agreeing to host us.
Andy Eavis, May 2016

Item 6: Secretary
Diving Membership: In January 2015 Council was asked to consider whether or not a
Mine Diving club could join and take advantage of our insurance for their diving
activities. Although generally supportive of the club’s desire to be fully recognised for
all its activities, Council accepted them as a Member Club, but only on the
understanding that their diving activities were not covered by our insurance scheme.
They were encouraged to work with the CDG before returning with suggestions that
would be acceptable to our insurers. This is ongoing. Thus the situation remains that
insurance through BCA’s Scheme for cave-diving activities is only available to CDG
members.
CASC Changes: At the end of August I was made aware of some changes to the rules
affecting CASCs. To all intents and purposes CASC status gives clubs the majority of
the benefits of being a charity without some of the burdens. Naturally there are some
rules a club has to meet in order to gain and maintain the status and these were amended
in legislation passed at the end of 2014 to take effect from 1 April 2015. There was to
be a year’s transition period (until 1 April 2016) during which time clubs could decide
whether they could, or indeed wanted to, comply with these new rules. If a club decides
it cannot, or does not want to, then it can apply to be deregistered as a CASC ‘with no
financial penalty’. If not, then it will need to be able to prove compliance into the
future. To my knowledge at no point had anyone from HMRC (which deals with
CASCs) written to a caving CASC or BCA to advise of this change.
BCA liaised with the affected Clubs and most sought deregistration from 1 April 2016.
This was generally over concerns relating to a new requirement for more than 50% of
the membership to be “active”, which was defined as 12 days of activity that year.
Activity in 2016: Although in 2016, and therefore officially not the subject of this
AGM, the following points are also included for members’ information:
1) Britain’s Biggest Adventures: Following discussion by Council, Executive
published a statement in response to this TV series. It was a follows:
Caving is an exciting, challenging and rewarding sport suitable for most fitness
levels and giving the average person the opportunity to see things that few
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others have experienced. We are extremely lucky to have world-class caves on
our doorstep and anything that might encourage newcomers to try the sport, or
that simply improves public awareness of what is beneath our feet, is to be
encouraged.
Unfortunately the recent ITV series “Britain’s Biggest Adventures” falls badly
short of the mark. Not only was Bear Grylls, the show’s presenter, very poorly
equipped, but he also apparently set off underground knowing that water levels
were very high and likely to rise further.
By its nature caving has its hazards, but enjoyed responsibly has a superb safety
record. Every week across the UK hundreds of people venture underground for
the first time and for some of these a lifelong passion is awoken. The British
Caving Association would like to take the opportunity to encourage everyone to
experience the unique underground environment themselves, but to do so with
due care and common sense.
We also sent letters to the production company, ITV and the Scout Association.
2) Recent Enquiries relating to CRoW: In March I received a number of queries and
proposals relating to CRoW, BCA’s approach and whether or not BCA is operating
according to its Constitution. Council takes the view that the existing CRoW Act
includes caving and, therefore, agreed the following:
BCA Council is fully aware of the Guiding Principles as outlined in
sections 4.2 to 4.8 of the Constitution and always seeks to act in line
with these. However the law of the land takes precedent over a
Constitution. Therefore Council is happy that sections 4.2 to 4.8 are no
impediment to BCA campaigning to change DEFRA’s current
interpretation of the law, which by their own admission is not definitive.
3) Clerk to Executive: BCA’s Executive is made up of its Chairman, Treasurer and
Secretary and, although the majority of BCA’s decisions are taken at Council, much of
the legwork associated with putting these into place these falls to Executive. Over the
years since BCA's inception Executive's workload has increased considerably and a
reasonable chunk is administrative. BCA Council is concerned that BCA is too heavily
reliant on a volunteer Executive, with an apparent shortage of volunteers to take on
these roles. With this in mind, it was decided to advertise for the paid role of “Clerk to
BCA Executive”. The deadline for applications is 20 June 2016 and further information
is available on the BCA website. It is hoped that this will allow the new Secretary and
Treasurer to focus on longer-term strategy, rather than day-to-day administration.
New Secretary: I am stepping down from Council at this meeting. I first became
involved in 2006 when I agreed to produce the Handbook, wrongly thinking that would
mean I did not have to attend meetings. Within 18 months I had failed to say “no” at the
key moment and found myself co-opted as Secretary! For a while I had time to devote
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to the role, but circumstances changed several years ago and I now find myself with
very little time for myself or my family. I know the role deserves more time and
commitment than I am now able to give it and, therefore, it is time for someone else to
take the helm. Hopefully, they will be able to move BCA forward.
I thank my fellow Council Members for their support over the last 10 years – you are
some of the caving world’s many unsung heroes – and I wish my successor the very
best.
Damian Weare, May 2016

Item 7: Treasurer
During the 2015 calendar year the picture from a financial point of view was very much
a case of trying to keep on top of the day-to-day requirements. Whilst other major
issues were beginning to be dealt with by Executive/Council, additional change would
probably have been an undesirable distraction in any case. The one significant
development from a personal point of view was the appointment of our Assistant
Treasurer; it is fair to say this has been the single most significant step forward during
my time as Treasurer. There remain a number of things which could be improved from
both a process and practice standpoint (the old chestnuts of spreading the deposit risk,
improving return and streamlining the accounts software model), but these are still
unfortunately “nice-to-haves” rather than showstoppers. They should nonetheless be
kept in mind as target improvements as soon as they can be appropriately moved
forward.
The 2015 Accounts have been prepared and subsequently scrutinised by our
Independent Examiner. A draft copy is attached with the Officers’ Reports and I expect
these to be formally signed off at the AGM.
With respect to the 2015 Accounts, I can report that once more the broad picture is very
similar to the previous couple of years. There have been no fundamental departures
from the basic setup and operation of the main areas of activity. Certain transactions
have impacted on the detail, mostly the impact of several large and non-recurring costs
in the prior year, but the overall scenario remains the same. The Association continues
to be in the healthy position of being able to comfortably meet its running costs for the
time being and the Reserves position is strong in light of the current expectations of
foreseeable requirements. Should new funding matters arise, these can be considered
accordingly. There still remains the dual objective of squeezing a greater return from
the cash reserve whilst at the same time minimising and spreading the investment risk,
but, as previously noted, the current investment climate still does not lend itself to that
scenario. I do still recommend that to ensure opportunities are not missed Executive
should be authorised to transfer deposits as required if suitable products are brought
forward.
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In terms of the 2015 position, Subscription income was in line with the prior year.
Against this, the cost of administering membership fell slightly once more; reduced
insurance premiums were the main driver here. General Association running costs
reduced with the absence of the costs of the CRoW ballot which was charged in 2014.
Training Services again ran a deficit during the year. The noted cyclical reduction in
Training Scheme registration income failed to cycle back into balance and whilst the
costs of this area of the Association were constant, income was insufficient to achieve
the budgeted breakeven position. Further discussion of the detail of these matters is
planned between the Treasurers and the Training Officer and details of any review
conclusions will be presented to Council prior to the 2017 Budget process.
Caver Training costs reduced somewhat in the year, although it should be noted that
further support of both the Voluntary Sector and recreational caver training has been
occurring in the early part of 2016.
Publications costs were dramatically reduced with no charges for either the Handbook
or Speleology, although some costs were incurred for the final paper version of the
Newsletter prior to its reinvigoration in electronic format. E&T expenses were
increased with notable costs attributable to the anchor programme being charged.
Meetings & Conferences costs were much reduced in light of the jointly hosted AGM
Party Weekend. The costs associated with the provision of Web Services were higher in
the year and this resulted in a small deficit overall in the year.
Funding of Expeditions (via the Ghar Parau Foundation) and the British Caving
Library has continued at the same level as previous years and Regional Council funding
was in line with the prior year. The 2015 charge again comprises outstanding funding
claims for the year as drafted by the regions and accrued accordingly. Further
consideration of these claims will be undertaken shortly by Finance Committee and
appropriate reimbursement made in due course. Thanks are once again due to the
Regions for providing the necessary information on a timely basis.
Overall, the position for the year is that the Association recorded a surplus of £19,481.
With the Training Services deficit exceeding the miscellaneous taxable income there is
no tax due and the net addition to reserves is thus £19,481. Of this, £15,000 has been
transferred to the Insurance Reserve. The latter is a re-designation of the Sinking Fund
which better reflects the true purpose and has initially been funded to the level of
approximately two years of premium. This reserve should be kept under periodic
review.
The final point of this report is to confirm that having agreed to remain as Treasurer
whilst we could integrate an Assistant, I am now at the stage where I need to step down
from that position. I will of course provide such interim support to my successor as is
needed during a handover period.
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Paul Ibberson, May 2016

Item 8: Conservation & Access
Here follows a summary of my various reports to Council from Jan 2015 onwards.
Conservation & Access Report to Council Jan 2015
Publications Review:
At the last council meeting I indicated that I would provide a draft update of BCA
publications for this meeting. After discussions at C&A committee ( 22 Nov 2014) it
was discovered that this is going to be a lengthy process involving wide consultation,
before coming back to Council. However, one of the main problems is whether or not
the BCA is bound by the old NCA policy statements included within the NCA Cave
Conservation Handbook.
The C&A committee is minded to establish a 3 tier set of self-consistent documents to
describe BCA’s Cave Conservation strategy. These would be:
• A Code of less than 6 “rules”;
• A set of “guidelines” that expand and explain the code;
• A Cave Conservation Handbook.
Drafts of these documents will be reviewed at the next C&A meeting.
CRoW Section 26 Direction
Most regional CC’s have presented a list of cave sites which they feel
would benefit from Section 26 or Section 25 Directions under the relevant section of the
CRoW Act.
Regional Round Up:
A full list of recent C&A activities across the regions is logged in the C&A meeting
minutes on the BCA website.
C&A Report to Council March 2015
In view of the Yes vote in the CRoW ballot I have undertaken the following action
point. - 4 - Continue to explore ways to effectively protect our more fragile sites.
I have been instructed by the C&A committee to review the many caving codes that are
in circulation. The C&A Committee concluded that the current Cave Conservation
Code was too long and the Minimal Impact Caving Code
was severe in its tone and over prescriptive. With the help of a few committee members
I have drafted a shorter and more compact ‘Caving Code’ and a ‘Minimal Impact
Caving Guidance’ which expands on the themes within the Code. I think it is important
that we have an internationally recognisable MIC Guidance that will be familiar to
delegates of the Speleo 2016 event.
The draft documents are included in the appendices.
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The documents have been out to consultation with the full C&A committee. There was
broad support for the 2nd draft of the Caving Code and the 5th Draft of the MIC
Guidance. The script will be part of a pdf with colour photos,
illustrations and useful hyperlinks. The photos should support the text and enhance
understanding. It is proposed to have flier and poster versions of the Code for caving
huts and pubs.
I ask Council to approve these two draft scripts before proceeding to design and print.
I can report that the C&A committee has not met since November 2014 but I feel that it
has been working effectively via e-mail on matters that require our attention. I would
expect to convene a meeting of C&A before the 12 months are up or as soon as our
workload demands.
C&A Report to Council June 2015
Andrew Hinde declared a conflict of interest between BCA’s CRoW campaign and his
employer –Natural England. He explained that he is not permitted to campaign against
government policy. He asked to be relieved of CRoW responsibilities.
Council co-opted Tim Allen as CRoW Liaison Officer to undertake the CRoW work.
C&A Report to Council Sept 2015
Drws Cefn:
I have been able to mediate at 2 meetings between CCC and PDCMG over the future
access to Drws Cefn.
Both sides have made commitments to work together more closely in the future.
Progress towards an amicable agreement looks favourable if we can keep focused on
the future possibilities and opportunities. All agreed that raking over the
history at this point is counterproductive. The negotiators for both bodies will require
trust and support from their membership to secure an outcome acceptable to all parties
and in particular, the landowner.
Cave Conservation Codes:
The final draft of the Cave Conservation Code and the Minimal Impact Caving
Guidelines are included in Appendix 1. My sincere thanks go out to all the cavers who
have corresponded with me on this matter.
There are many “Caving Elders” beyond the BCA Council who have immense
experience which is invaluable to Officers such as myself. They are an incredible
resource which BCA and the RCCs should be grateful for and take full advantage
of when their services are offered. You do not have to agree with them, but it does no
harm to listen.
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The Codes have gone to Natural England where their content has been approved. It may
be helpful to get approval from the other National Conservation Agencies where rules
allow.
Assistance with graphic design is required and a call for suitable photos to form posters
etc will follow.
C&A Committee:
It is hoped that a web based meeting of the C&A Committee can be organised at 3 or 4
hubs simultaneously (Mendip, Wales, Peak and Dales) to test out the new
communications technology. This will be in November if all goes to plan.
Proposal for England’s First Cave National Nature Reserve:
At Hidden Earth I outlined a proposal that Scoska Cave,
Littondale should be designated as an NNR. This is an idea which I am pitching to
Natural England and the cavingbodies simultaneously. So far NE has agreed to consider
the proposal and has opened initial consultation with the landowner. The C&A
committee will have an opportunity to discuss the matter at its next meeting. I believe
that caves should be represented at the highest level of designations in order to be
respected fully by the public and Statutory Conservation Bodies. Geological NNRs
make up only 5 of the 224 NNR designations in England; none of these are caves.
C&A Report to Council January 2016
Conservation Codes:
The text of the revised documents remains unchanged since the last council meeting. I
hope to have
a professional quality pdf/poster available before the next meeting.
CRoW:
I would like to congratulate our CRoW-Liaison Officer for delivering a successful
Caving PR visit to GG Main Chamber via Bar Pot. The difficulty of safely escorting
three novice politicians on a serious caving expedition was probably less difficult than
actually getting the event in their diaries on an agreed date. Quite a remarkable
achievement
Funding Cave Conservation:
The CNCC have joined forces with Natural England and the Yorkshire Dales
Millennium Trust to undertake cave conservation tasks as part of the Ingleborough
Dales Landscape Partnership (a Heritage Lottery Funded project with a budget of
£2million). In effect the CNCC contributed £2000.00 and secured total funding
equivalent to £30 000.00 for cave conservation projects. The CNCC can now tackle
jobs that had previously been too costly. http://www.ydmt.org/idlps-about
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Natural England can no longer be relied upon to finance this work directly, so
partnership work on a “Landscape Scale” is a productive way forward.
Drws Cefn Access Mediation:
I have lost the confidence of the CCC representative. I await official written
confirmation that my services as a mediator are no longer required by CCC.
C&A Report to Council April 2016
Meeting of the C&A Committee:
A meeting of the C&A Committee was held via Webex on Friday evening 19th
February. A total of 11 members took part (including 6 from the constituent bodies).
The meeting was very successful despite technical problems caused by a power cut at
one of the “hub” venues 10 minutes into the proceedings. The constraints of Webex
actually make for a very disciplined meeting.
The main topics discussed were:
• Bats and the perceived conflict with cavers;
• Statements to ACB’s and Landowners from BCA on Section 26 Directions and
other CRoW matters;
• Appropriate use of conservation signage in and around caves;
• Funding cave conservation projects;
• Regional round up – including “difficult case” reviews.
The draft minutes can be found on the BCA website.
Concluding statement to the BCA AGM and the BCA Membership
I would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the work of the Conservation and
Access Committee in the last 12 months or so. It has a crucial role and it is establishing
a good working relationship involving all of the talent and experience available to it.
We work voluntarily in what we believe to be the best interests of the membership. You
do not have to be a member of the C&A committee to make valuable contributions.
I can be contacted at conservation@british-caving.org.uk
Andrew Hinde, May 2016

Item 8a: CRoW
It has been a busy year for me since I took up the role of CRoW liaison last June.
Campaigning to confirm the legal access that the CRoW Act offers is an emotive issue
within British Caving and it has taken up much time and discussion in BCA Council
meetings and beyond.
The basis of the campaign has been to seek clarification, to gather wide support and to
lobby the authorities. I have reported all my work in detail to BCA council meetings
and this is available with the meeting minutes. My reports have also appeared in full on
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UKcaving and summarised in the BCA newsletter so that the membership can see
exactly what is being done in their name.
In addition to the main campaign there are already some fringe benefits for the future.
There is a new invigorated emphasis on cave conservation both from the BCA and other
groups and it should be no surprise that conservation has developed alongside the
campaign for open access. The campaign has encouraged new contact with all levels of
authorities, landowners and other outdoor organisations which has generally been very
positive and demonstrated a willingness to look outwardly from our own organisation.
I have spoken with a number of landowners and landowner representatives mainly in
the north of England, some of whom control access to over 100km of caves on their
land. Most have been accepting of any potential change to cave access and none have
suggested any recriminations. However in contrast, and on Mendip in particular, I am
told that the BCA campaign is likely to cause untold problems with local landowners,
so this is a very difficult circle to square across the north/south divide. I hope that
through BCA’s continuing discussions we can find a solution which is acceptable to all
interests.
Across the country some landowners already allow open access including on SSSIs,
others require systems of control and a few permit no official access at all. The present
situation relies on hundreds of voluntary access arrangements which can be subject to
regular renegotiation as the situation and land ownership changes and are quite a burden
on our Access Controlling Bodies and Regional Caving Councils. A legal right will
guarantee future access to at least some of our caves and relieve some of the effort
required to maintain agreements. That effort could then be channelled into other areas
such as conservation.
I have also looked at how the BCA Public Liability Insurance impacts the majority of
our access agreements. In nearly all cases access agreements are reliant on the
landowner indemnity cover it provides. Should this become too expensive or
unavailable to us then we could lose access to hundreds of our popular caves. Under
CRoW, even if we lost insurance cover, we could still enjoy the access freedoms to
those caves provided for by the Act – food for future thought.
There are many indications that active caving is on the decline, and has been for a
decade or more. There is a view that unnecessary access restrictions send out an
unwelcome message and this contributes to the decline. Whilst fewer cavers may well
be good for conservation in the short term, it is not good for the long term health of
British Caving. Many of our councils, committees, conservationist groups, etc – the
people who make British Caving happen - rely too heavily on an aging population of
retiring cavers. At some point numbers become critical and we need to work hard to
make caving more attractive to the new generations of British Cavers.
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I am confident that the correct path for British Caving is to seek a legal right of access
to caves where that is possible. Other outdoor organisations such as ramblers, climbers
and paddlers have all determined to follow this route with some notable successes. The
freedoms we enjoy in the countryside today would not have happened without groups
campaigning for those rights against strong oppositions as the Kinder Scout trespass
demonstrated all those years ago. The improvements to access that cavers enjoy today
can be directly attributed to the atmosphere created by other campaigns and the
principles, such as the Right to Roam, that enshrine them in law.
The BCA poll showed that the majority of its members want CRoW rights to apply to
them too. The 63% who voted in favour of a campaign is a majority that the Scottish
and European referendums would die for. Many in BCA who voted against in the poll
support the democratic nature of the organisation and accept the result. Unfortunately
others do not and a vocal minority continue to campaign against CRoW with some
vigour as evidenced by their relationships, in letters, PMQs and the media, all designed
to undermine the BCA majority position.
None of this reflects well on British Caving. The law is unclear, as caving is not
excluded under the CRoW Act and whilst there are differing opinions of the
interpretation of the law this position is likely to persist. It may be that, as DEFRA
have stated, in the end only a court can decide. Should this route be something that the
BCA consider? It would settle the matter once and for all and prevent, in the meantime,
other cavers taking matters into their own hands, especially in the midst of acrimonious
access disputes.
Whatever the eventual outcome we would get to where we are going in much better
shape if we pulled together rather than working against the majority view of the
membership.
Tim Allen, May 2016

Item 9: Equipment & Techniques
The Committee held two meetings in 2015, one face to face and the other by video link
using the BCA WebEx account. The video meeting was organised with people
attending at specified locations rather than in their own homes due in part to a need to
pass over some kit. The meeting went well despite a few glitches and was found to
enhance the orderliness of the meeting. (A cost analysis indicated that the savings on
mileage for this one meeting just about balanced out the annual cost of the Webex
account.)
Among the business undertaken during 2015 was adopting a new resin within the
anchor scheme. A piece of work was presented to the Committee which showed the
potential for expansion anchors to meet the E&T criteria. A report was received by the
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Committee on the funded work into anchors in slate. As a consequence, the Bolt
Products anchor was adopted for use in slate. The work also showed that the both Petzl
Collinox and 12mm Goujon anchors would meet the EN standard for mountaineering
anchors. The slate work was the subject of a lecture at Hidden Earth.
Work on anchor testing in Devon shows the suitability of the limestone as well as
granite rock, variable results had been obtaining for testing anchors in killas. In
addition, some special High Corrosion Resistant steel Bolt Products anchors had been
tested with good results. The desire was to place these in sea cliifs where 316 stainless
steel was considered to not be adequate. One titanium anchor had been placed and
pulled with a very poor result due to a metal failure. However subsequent examination
of the failure suggested the anchor was defective.
Following extensive work by Simon Wilson, the committee adopted the IC Anchor
within the scheme. One point highlighted by this work was that anchors can be too
strong. Thus the successful Bolt Product anchors do give rise to a problem for
extraction and reuse of the anchor location. E&T have recognised that extraction must
be included in the acceptability criteria for designated anchors and work is needed to
demonstrate the ease of extraction of Bolt Product anchors.
Following somewhat fruitless discussion, E&T have agreed to not pursue the topic of
fixed aids.
In 2013, E&T supported the purchase of a static test rig capable of providing a 45kN
force using a hand pumped hydraulic ram. Detailed work was started late on in the year
to design some improvements. These have now been completed and we now have an
almost new rig capable of taking a much larger range of specimens coupled with an
electric pumped hydraulic system.
Nick Williams, May 2016

9a) Rope Test
Only 12 samples of rope were tested during the year. This very low number was in part
due to the fact that the rig was not taken to Hidden Earth in 2015 owing to a family
emergency. Work on the instrumented rope test rig was also slow during the year.
However the development work on an instrument to measure extension was complete
and work in the first part of 2016 has demonstrated it operational ability. (This will be
reported in some detail at EuroSpelo 2016.)
Bob Mehew, May 2016
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Item 10: Training
When looking at the role of the Training Committee and analysing training that has
taken place within the recreational caving world and the professional world, far more
training has taken place within the BCA award schemes since the AGM of 2015.
Attempts have been made on numerous occasions to get feedback from Regional
Councils and caving clubs regarding their desire for caver training courses. Most
feedback received has stated that they do not want formal training courses, but they
want people to learn from other cavers whilst underground. From the Training
Officer’s point of view, I can understand that approach but my only worry is the
uncertainly of the standard of techniques viewed.
Within the last year, the criteria for caving clubs and Regional Councils to apply for
training grants has changed and from a positive point of view, more applications are
now being received that previous. Training Committee would like to receive far more
applications throughout the year.
There has always been a problem in certain regions regarding access to cave systems
for the training and assessment of the BCA award schemes. The Training Committee
has always had the feeling that the Award Schemes should be supported through access
to caves systems that provide the correct environment for training and assessment. In
recent months, this has improved in certain areas and it does appear that it may continue
in the future. This is a very pleasing situation and as Training Officer, I would like to
offer thanks to the people and organisations who are improving access for the Award
Schemes.
Training Committee meetings have traditionally been held in locations where some
members have had to travel long distances to attend. I have always thought that the
time involved with this and the travelling expenses incurred have been excessive. The
Cave Instructor Panel started using Internet hosted meeting through Skype and this
proved to be very useful and productive. The only issue that occurred was the quality
and bandwidth of people’s Internet connections. When few people were connecting to
the meeting it was very good but as more joined, the quality deteriorated. This method
of holding meetings was taken on board by the National Co-ordinating Panel (NCP) but
the same issued developed. Now, we are using WebEx and it has improved
considerably. I still feel that it is important for committees to physically meet at least
once a year.
A recent proposal to Council, that the administration and general organisation of the
BCA award schemes should be removed from the responsibility of the Training
Committee, was discussed at BCA Council and once more details were discussed,
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Council accepted in principle, the action. The Award Scheme administrators felt
strongly that links should still be maintained with Council and that is why we have
asked for links with Equipment and Techniques Committee and Access and
Conservation Committee. We want those Committees to send a representative, to the
new Qualification Management Committee (QMC) meetings.
The BCA Awards Schemes are still developing. People are still enrolling within the
schemes of Local Cave Leader and Cave Instructor. Assessments are still taking place
and many people are revalidating on time.
This is the data for the Local Cave and Mine Leader scheme from June 2015 to April
2016
Registrations
LCMLA Level 1
LCMLA Level 2
CIC

Assessments

Revalidations

40
16
5

31
13
0

119
13

Core-Skills
Revalidations
5
1
0

Award holders up to April 2016
Local Cave and Mine Leader Level 1:

474

Local Cave and Mine Leader Level 2:

268

Cave Instructor Certificate:

81
Nigel Ball, May 2016

Item 11: Publication & Information
A verbal report will be given at the meeting.
Les Williams, May 2016

11a) Webmaster
The Google Analytics service gives an idea of how much the website is being used. For
the main BCA website, for the calendar year 2015 as a monthly average there were
5986 page views, 2055 sessions and 1436 individual users. The average user viewed
2.91 pages and stayed for 2:19 minutes. The top 10 pages were: Welcome, Training
LCMLA Scheme, Training Downloads, About BCA, Membership, News & Events, PL
Insurance, Contact BCA, Training, PL Insurance Documents, Member Clubs.
So in summary the website is being used and that usage is pretty consistent over time.
I would like to thank the Secretary, Newsletter Editor, Training Administrator, Rope
Test Officer and Insurance Manager for keeping their sections of the website up to date.
I would like more Council Members to be updating the website. I’m always willing to
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offer help and advice. It really isn’t difficult. Failing that I will post any content that is
sent to me.
A volunteer was found to reboot the Try Caving website but after a review it was
decided that replacing the site would be easier than upgrading it. Plans for a
replacement are in hand.
BCA Online was successfully launched at the beginning of June 2015. BCA Online
allows members to login under their own membership number and set their own email
contact preferences. They can change their email address and password as necessary.
They can review their membership details (membership status, insurance status,
address, etc) as held by BCA. If those need to be updated they can email the
Membership Administrator. This provides BCA with a verified and maintained list of
email addresses and crucially, to remain legal, the consents to use them. This mailing
list has been used to distribute the BCA Newsletter to members since Issue 23, Oct
2015.
Unfortunately fewer than 10% of members have registered to receive the Newsletter.
This needs to be improved. Maybe it is time for a competition, part of which would be a
requirement to register.
BCA Online is being continually improved with particular effort being spent on tidying
up the records and spotting inconsistencies in the submissions from the clubs. I must
thank Glenn Jones and David Gibson for their help and patience.
David Cooke, May 2016

11b) Web Services
The BCA Web Server performed well during the year with only two unscheduled
outages in 2015 totalling 2½ hours (up-time better than 99.97%). There are currently 72
domains registered through BCA Web Services with 58 websites hosted. The BCA
funds 15 of those websites including the Regional Councils, BCRA, BCRA’s Special
Interest Groups, Cave Registry Data Archive, Caving Library and some of the cave
rescue organisations.
The general work of keeping the web server up and running, supporting the clubs and
organisations that we host and doing the financial book keeping continues quietly in the
background.
I would like to thank Matt Wire, Matt Voysey and Les Williams for their help with the
server and Katie Eavis for her help with the book keeping and banking.
David Cooke, May 2016
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11c) News Editor
When I took on the post of news editor it was with the intention of proving, to at least
my own satisfaction, that it would be possible to produce an informative newsletter
regularly and in time for the content to be fresh.
I am satisfied that has been done and am more than grateful for the level of co-operation
from contributors.
Four online newsletters were produced during 2015 and two have been produced since.
The October newsletter was also distributed as an e-mail attachment to those who have
agreed to receive it. This procedure has continued into 2016 and the May 2016
newsletter was distributed to 548 subscribers.
Although this was an increase from the 504 who received the January edition it only
represents about 8% of our total membership and it is understood that a much lower
proportion of the Club Individual Members have registered to receive the newsletter.
This is disappointing – and I hope that a way can be found to increase the newsletter
readership.
A final printed newsletter was produced in September 2015. This was distributed to
Group and Direct Individual Members.
As well as providing timely information there is a secondary intention - to bring to the
attention of our membership some of the work which goes on behind the scenes for
their benefit.
However hard I try and however long the newsletter, it cannot be possible to reflect all
of that work. I do hope, however, that I have been at least partially successful. During
2015 there were items on the new insurance policy, conservation, white nose syndrome,
training, bolt testing, the new BCA online system – which allows members to update
their own contact details, CRoW, Weil’s disease, Training Grants…..
The next concept has been to inform the wider membership about some of the work
done by our Constituent Bodies and with this in mind I have attempted to highlight at
least one of them in each newsletter. During 2015 the newsletter included items from or
about BCRA, CHECC, the British Caving Library, the Association of Scout Caving
Teams, the William Pengelly Cave Studies Trust, the British Caving Audio Archive and
the Cave Registry Data Archive and this has continued into 2016.
Robin Weare, May 2016

Item 12: Legal & Insurance
[Sec: Nothing to report.]
17

Item 12a: Insurance Manager
I am pleased to report another claim-free year. Overall, the relationship with Perkins
Slade has worked well: they have been responsive to enquiries, and we had a fruitful
renewal meeting in December during which several minor policy enhancements were
agreed at no cost to the Association. One negative note was poor performance by
Perkins Slade with regard to offering competitive cover for club huts: there has now
been a change of personnel and I am pleased to report the response to enquiries by clubs
has been much better, and several clubs are now included in the Perkins Slade hut
scheme.
Nick Williams, May 2016

Item 13: Membership Administrator
Membership to 23 May 2016
DIMs (Caving):452 (Non-caving):42 (of which DIMs incl. BCRA: 263 (including 19
students), CIM Plus: 2
Honorary (BCRA): 7
CIMs (Caving): 3,836 (Student): 487 (Non-caving): 857
Clubs: 169
Associates: 2
Access: 8
The table below shows membership trends since BCA’s formation. It is important to
note that data for 2004 and 2005 is presented in a different format to that currently
employed, but I believe the figures for those years are accurate enough for comparison.
There is no reliable data for 2006.
2,162 new membership numbers were issued during 2015: 14821 – 15837 which
includes nos 15620 – 15812 issued to Groups for on-line registration purposes.
DIMs

2004

2005

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

93

185

437

432

397

487*

505*

507*

513*

535*

562*

CIMs 3,523 3,909 4,965 5,216 5,115 5,296 5,435 5,397 5,585 5,564 5,505
Clubs

89

140

153

152

160

166

189

159

186

190

195

*Including 21 CIM Plus members in 2010, 12 in 2011 and 9 in 2012 and 7 in 2013
and 3 in 2014 and 5 in 2015
Glenn Jones, May 2016
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Item 14: Cave Registry
The Archive has continued to grow and is now a substantial 25GB in size. Some of the
many hosted projects and data sets include the Cheddar Catchment, Matienzo, the DYO
Catchment, Leck Fell and Three Counties, County Clare, Lathkill, Mynydd Llangattwg,
Sarawak, Wookey Catchment and Thailand. If you have survey data that needs a home,
go to the cave-registry.org.uk website for further details. My thanks to Andrew
Atkinson for his work on the data archive.
There continue to be rumours of more regional online registries but none have so far
appeared. I remain ready to provide help and advice. The Mendip Cave Registry and
Archive has generously offered a copy of their software to any regional registry that
would like to use it.
David Cooke, May 2016

Item 15: IT Working Party
As instructed by the 2015 AGM and after a careful review of the video conferencing
services available I have set up a Webex account for BCA. The cost is £30+vat/month
although that would go down to £24+vat/month if purchased annually. The account
allows one meeting at a time for up to 25 people. We can hold an unlimited number of
meetings. I have also bought a two Logitech BCC950 conference cam (£330) and two
Plantronics P620 speakerphone (£155) to setup “hubs” where more than one person can
share a camera/location. Depending upon experience and subject to approval/budget I
will buy more of these to equip other regional hubs as necessary. The saving in travel
costs will easily cover the expense.
The technology is the easy bit; the hard work is training and coordinating the
participants, which is akin to herding cats. Despite that E&T, Training, C&A and the IT
Group are now all successfully holding meetings using WebEx. The convenors of the
other Committees should contact me if they wish to do the same.
Work on enhancing BCA Online continues. Work has started on enhancing the
Membership system.
David Cooke, May 2016

Item 16: Youth & Development
2015 was a mixed year. Although we have seen 2 clubs run down to the wire with one
briefly having its activities temporarily suspended, we have also seen a successful
CHECC forum, and expeditions by Imperial, Oxford and Cambridge University Caving
Clubs. Northern and Southern CHECC proved to have very good feedback from both
events and the mock rescue and survey workshop proved to be good enough that there
are plans to run them at the main forum in 2016.
Regarding the two student caving clubs in difficulty:
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Club 1: They were briefly suspended from the union due to inappropriate paperwork
being filed. This is not unusual in student caving as safety paperwork regularly changes
and forms often get sent in an old format. An issue cropped up with a new staff member
of the athletic union emailing the BCA secretary. After discussion with the club a reply
was sent along the lines of: BCA qualifications are for commercial organisations and
that BCA insurance covers them to go caving. I have had no further reply but they
continue as an active caving club and have regular training. I hope to persuade them to
attend the national forum in 2016 and formally affiliate with CHECC.
Club 2: Found that they were severely struggling both with transport and with a lack of
experienced leaders. I contacted a large student club in close proximity and the training
schedules were co-ordinated and weekends open to members needing more experience
underground. This arrangement has run extremely well but the situation needs to be
monitored for the next 2 years to ensure that the improvement translates to the next
generation.
A third club contacted me with regards for further training. I informed them of the BCA
training scheme and there is planning underway for a multiple club leader training
weekend this summer before the start of the new term. Given the proximity of all these
clubs and the difficulties they've had I will be discussing with various clubs in the
Derbyshire Caving Community to try and bolster the region's student caving
community.
Plans for 2016: There is an ambitious programme for 2016 - 2017
• A caving club handbook, detailing what has worked for other clubs in the past,
common problems, and most importantly how to avoid problems down the line
(in its second draft, it will be published in September but draft material has
already been made available to clubs that have asked for it)
• Starting up Speleology Research Groups and making a national network to keep
scientists in caving.
• Improve SRT training in clubs by offering training on how to train at Northern
and Southern CHECC. Should this be successful, then it may be extended to the
national forum.
• A guide to Caving Clubs in Higher Education for the student interested in caving
will be released at the same time as the caving club handbook.
• Identify any mountaineering clubs that wish to develop caving sections and offer
support and help plan their fresher season.
Here's to a successful summer expedition season!
Rostam Namaghi, May 2016
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Item 17: 2016
A verbal report will be given at the meeting.
Les Williams, May 2016

Item 18: International Report
A verbal report will be given at the meeting.
Andy Eavis, May 2016

Item 18a: FSE Report
The last FSE Bureau and General Assembly Meeting took place on Saturday 30th May
2015 in Pertosa – Auletta in Italy at the Euro Speleo Forum hosted by the 22nd National
Italian Congress. The main changes to the composition of the bureau was the
candidature of Martina Drskova, delegate from Slovakia, who was unanimously elected
to the position of General Secretary. This replaced Olivier Vidal who resigned from the
post in 2014. Martina is the first woman to be appointed to the bureau certainly since I
have been a member.
In terms of membership fees approval has been given to 31 countries with the exception
of Macedonia who didn’t pay their fees. More information about membership can be
found on the FSE web site www.eurospeleo.eu. There are two countries in the
Federation who are currently experiencing considerable political upheaval, these being
Bulgaria and Spain. In both cases new fledgling organisation are attempting to oust
their existing national body. The FSE is providing some mediation to get the two sides
together to try and reach an agreement how they are represented at FSE level.
New countries that have expressed an interest in joining the FSE last year and this year
include Georgia and Montenegro.
The Eurospeleo projects have continued to be a popular source of funding for many
countries organising expeditions and creating new projects that brings different
nationalities of cavers together. A full report on projects will be published at this year’s
General Assembly Meeting in the UK.
The FSE is working actively with the organisers of Eurospeleo 2016 to make this a
resounding success. Henk Goutier, vice delegate from the Netherlands & FSE
Treasurer, is assisting Ged Campion in the foreign liaison matters and translations .The
GAM agreed a contribution of 1500 euros to the Eurospeleo 2016 event.
The FSE was represented at the 50th Anniversary of the Karst Institute in Slovenia on
17th June where the UIS held their bureau meeting. The FSE was invited to attend the
UIS Bureau meeting and discussions took place on how a regional body like the FSE
could complement the work of the UIS. The UIS may well adopt the Eurospeleo
projects model used by the FSE to introduce their own UIS speleo projects.
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Outside of Europe but helping others countries to develop infrastructure, the FSE ViceTreasurer attended the 34th National and 2nd International Geoscience Congress
(Geosciences and Speleology) held from the 22nd to 24th February, 2016 in Tehran,
Iran. The Vice President and Vice Treasurer of the FSE attended the 2nd Asian
Transkarst Conference in Lichuan, Hubei (China) the Asian Union of Speleology
(AUS) which was founded on 6th November 2015. FSE was invited as an observer to
the inaugural dinner on 5th November where Asian delegates from South Korea, China,
Japan, the Philippines, Thailand, Iran, Vietnam, Laos, Malaysia, Lebanon and Indonesia
agreed on the Statutes, which was formally signed by the founding members.
Timetable of EuroSpeleo events over next 3 years that involve the FSE.
European Congress 2016 will be in the Yorkshire Dales, UK from 13-20th August
ES Forum 2017 Dryanovo, in September, Central North Bulgaria, northern slopes of the
Balkan Mountain
ES Forum 2018 will be in Sazkammergut, Upper-Austria.
Ged Campion, May 2016

Item 19: Media-Liaison Report
[Sec’s note: Hellie Brooke has recently stepped down from the role of Media-Liaison.
This is being temporarily filled by Andy Eavis. There is no formal report, but work in
this role has been reactive and has generally involved forwarding enquiries on to the
appropriate person.]

Item 20: British Caving Library
History and Progress: In 2007 the then BCRA Library consisted of about 70 m of
shelf length of UK and foreign periodicals and books (no surveys or photos) and with
only a printed catalogue dated 2004. It was hosted by the Local Studies Library in
Derbyshire and their staff dealt with enquiries on behalf of BCRA; records for the final
year at Matlock indicate only one enquiry during the year. There was also a similar
amount of uncatalogued material, which had to be moved from the home of the
deceased BCRA Librarian to a storage facility.
BCRA set up the Glutton Bridge premises in July 2008, bringing the material from the
storage facility to the new site and in 2009 BCA agreed to assist in funding the Library
as the British Caving Library. In May 2010 the Matlock Local Studies Library could no
longer host the BCRA Library, so this was also moved to Glutton Bridge, the two
collections were combined under BCL and we began completely re-cataloguing.
Currently we have over 200 m of shelf length in total, plus filing cabinets and metal
cupboards for secure storage and 4 large map chests for surveys. We have a team of
volunteers working with a paid Librarian (who works one day a week) so we now have
a Library website, an online catalogue, Archive and Audio-Archive websites and a
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Facebook page
with currently
over 750+
followers both UK
and foreign. The
Library can be
open at any time,
by arrangement
with the Librarian, and visitors are welcomed. There are comfortable working
conditions with computers, scanners, printers, etc. for visitors to use, or they may come
with their own laptops and make use of the Library Wifi. The increase in usage since
2010 is shown in the graph below.
During the first 3 months of 2016 we have had 26 enquiries; the ratio is around 65%
requests for copies of known items and around 35% enquiries requiring research. Some
20% of our enquiries now come from abroad. Up to the end of April 2016 we have
welcomed a total of 30 visitors to the Library.
The Library hosts committee and Council meetings for BCRA and BCA and can be
made available for other meetings of up to about 12-15 people. Because of its situation
in a limestone area with caves nearby we hope that it may be possible in the future to
host field trips or educational visits.
As always, where we have duplicate or surplus material, as a first option we pass it on
to other caving club libraries. Any remaining material appears in our “Lucky Dip”
boxes at caving events and the donations received go towards buying more books for
the Library.
Two major developments in 2015: Firstly, following the death of John Beck early in
2015, the complete combined collection owned by John and Doug Nash, with whom
John shared a house, has been donated to the Library: thousands of items, including
books, journals, maps, surveys, archive material and John’s caving notebooks plus two
full map chests and some bookcases. We are working to incorporate this material into
the Library and will be adding yet more permanent shelving to bring us up to around
250m, probably the maximum we have room for. Original items of specific interest to
mining historians were sorted for us by the Peak District Mines Historical Society and
are now deposited in the Derbyshire Record Office where they are accessible to
enquirers.
Secondly, thanks to John Gardner, we have begun a web-based register of caving
collections. Some are archives held by the Library itself, which we are in the process of
digitising; the digitised versions can be accessed via our website and visitors to the
Library are able to inspect the originals. Collections of caving archives held by other
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bodies are listed, together with details of how to contact the holders and access the
material.
New material in 2016: Earlier this year we were offered the complete contents of a
Derbyshire caving club library after the club was unable to find a home for it. We took
over 36 archive boxes of material, which is now being incorporated into the Library,
where it will be accessible to the club members; surplus material will be passed on to
other libraries.
Jenny Potts, May 2016

Item 21: Constituent Bodies, Regional Councils etc
No reports

Appendix
2015 Accounts
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BRITISH
CAVING
ASSOCIATION

Financial Statements for the Year
Ended 31 December 2015

BRITISH CAVING ASSOCIATION
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015
2015

2014

£

£

INCOME
Subscriptions

105,421

102,010

3,069

2,915

0

0

15,461

16,407

Publications & Information

0

64

Equipment & Techniques

0

0

Meetings & Conference

0

2,065

1,212

1,159

125,163

124,620

Subscription

55,654

57,287

Association

3,309

8,555

120

323

20,625

20,646

Caver Training

405

1,055

Publications & Information

424

4,833

4,040

1,890

Youth Development

104

104

Meetings & Conferences

639

4,244

Web Services

1,608

1,131

Regional Caving Councils

3,754

3,323

0

430

90,682

103,821

10,000

10,000

5,000

5,000

19,481

5,799

0

-298

19,481

6,097

Association
Conservation & Access
Training Services

Web Services
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENDITURE

Conservation & Access
Training Services

Equipment & Techniques

International
TOTAL EXPENDITURE
CHARITABLE DONATIONS
British Cave Research Association
for British Caving Library
Ghar Parau Foundation
for Expedition Programme
SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR
TAX
SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR AFTER TAX
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BRITISH CAVING ASSOCIATION
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2015

CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors and Prepayments
Balances at Bank and cash in hand

LESS: CURRENT LIABILITIES
Creditors and Accruals payable within
one year
NET ASSETS

2015

2014

£

£

192
231,006

1,581
211,872

231,198

213,453

32,237

33,973

198,961

179,480

114,480
19,481
133,961
15,000
118,961

108,383
6,097
114,480
0
114,480

80,000

65,000

198,961

179,480

REPRESENTED BY RESERVES :
General Reserve
Balance brought forward
Surplus for year
less transfer to Insurance Reserve

Insurance Reserve
TOTAL RESERVES
Approved on behalf of the Executive Committee

A Eavis, Chairman

Date

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015

1 Accounting Policies
a) Basis of Accounting
The accounts have been prepared under historical cost accounting rules
b) Equipment
Equipment is charged in the accounts in the year of purchase.
2 Insurance Reserve
Resulting from the review of the Sinking Fund referred to in the 2014 accounts it has been
decided to redesignate it as Insurance Reserve in order to more accurately reflect it's
purpose and to increase the balance to a level which allows a minimum of two years'
premiums on the policy.

Page 3

BRITISH CAVING ASSOCIATION
DETAILED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 DECEMBER 2015

Subscriptions
Income
Subscriptions

2014

£

£

Total

105,421
105,421

102,010
102,010

Total

37,182
9,281
3,297
309
5,585
55,654

39,444
8,277
4,457
46
5,063
57,287

Surplus / (Deficit)

49,767

44,723

Total

2,604
452
13
3,069

2,664
87
164
2,915

Total

17
61
2,033
667
477
0
54
3,309

297
0
2,053
669
477
5,059
0
8,555

Surplus / (Deficit)

(240)

(5,640)

Total

0

0

Total

0
0
120
120

120
203
0
323

Surplus / (Deficit)

(120)

(323)

Expenditure
Insurance Premium
Employment Expenses
General Expenses
Refunds, Adj, Unpaid
BCRA Subscriptions

Association
Income
Interest received
Broker Commission
Donations, Sundry

Expenditure
Secretarial
Financial
Travel
Subscriptions
Insurance
Ballot
Sundry

Conservation & Access
Income

2015

Expenditure
Secretarial
Travel
CRoW
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Training Services
Income
LCMLA / CIC Schemes
Publications
Total

15,341
120
15,461

16,302
105
16,407

Total

8,524
3,441
1,700
6,903
51
6
20,625

8,283
2,845
1,672
7,692
4
150
20,646

Surplus / (Deficit)

(5,164)

(4,239)

Total

0

0

Total

405
0
405

920
135
1,055

Surplus / (Deficit)

(405)

(1,055)

Total

0
0
0

44
20
64

Total

0
0
424
0
424

458
0
0
4,375
4,833

Surplus / (Deficit)

(424)

(4,769)

Expenditure
Employment Expenses
General Expenses
Travel
LCMLA/CIC Training
Refunds, Adj, Unpaid
Publications

Caver Training
Income
Expenditure
Recreational Caver Training
Voluntary Sector Support

Publications & Information
Income
Publication Sales
Advertising

Expenditure
Free Leaflets
Handbook
Newsletter
Journal
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Equipment & Techniques
Income

Total

0

0

Total

0
564
3,476
0
4,040

0
258
1,572
60
1,890

Surplus / (Deficit)

(4,040)

(1,890)

Total

0

0

Total

104
104

104
104

Surplus / (Deficit)

(104)

(104)

Total

0
0

2,065
2,065

Total

210
10
419
639

3,658
394
192
4,244

Surplus / (Deficit)

(639)

(2,179)

Total

1,212
1,212

1,159
1,159

Total

1,608
1,608

1,131
1,131

Surplus / (Deficit)

(396)
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Expenditure
Secretarial
Travel
Anchor programme
Rope-Test programme

Youth Development
Income
Expenditure
Youth Development

Meetings & Conferences
Income
AGM Weekend

Expenditure
AGM Weekend
Artificial Cave
Cliff Hanger

Web Services
Income
Web Services
Expenditure
Web Services
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Regional Caving Council Expenditure
Income

Total

0

0

Total

277
973
1,224
1,092
188
3,754

348
390
1,443
858
284
3,323

Surplus / (Deficit)

(3,754)

(3,323)

Total

0

0

Total

10,000
10,000

10,000
10,000

Surplus / (Deficit)

(10,000)

(10,000)

Total

0

0

Total

5,000
5,000

5,000
5,000

Surplus / (Deficit)

(5,000)

(5,000)

Total

0

0

Total

0
0

430
430

Surplus / (Deficit)

0

(430)

Total Income

125,163

124,620

Total Expenditure

105,682

118,821

19,481

5,799

0
0

(298)
(298)

19,481

6,097

Expenditure
CCC claims
CNCC claims
CSCC claims
DCA claims
DCUC claims

British Caving Library
Income
Expenditure
Grant

Expedition Programme
Income
Expenditure
Grants to Expeditions

International
Income
Expenditure
Grants to Reps.

Surplus/(Deficit) for the year
Tax

Current Year

Total Surplus / (Deficit) less Tax
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